I 


|(|||IIIIOI < ■’* Will- 

ii v Irene II. Brand 

, •« r,,i Imiir before dnyHreok. and n qulti, misty bare spread 

' over the wooded palm where two rlvr„ rriei. 

the Kanawha. flowed iiorlhward and mi-igcd 
— „ foiiiI lii'i n Iniiincl trill" Kl*cr to (he wed. 1 lie w»t c , 

|",, N | win Ml a I'lW abb, and Ilia placid Ohio resembled a lake more 
than a river.' 

October', runty foliage on the abtindanl tree, lining ihe river 
n> II prodding covering lor Ihc .leepllig soldiers „f 
Colonel Andrew Lewis's army, who were resting after a momh'« 
Iniimey mini cant or the Allegheny Mnunmlna. As the ea.icrn 
<kv llghlcncd, Iwo men lienllrred themselves from tlicii warm 
hliirikei. ami inoveil away from ihc ailciil camp Into Ihc denser forex 
In the north. 

Suddenly the hush of (he morning was broken by gunfire 
Hie peaceful point between the rivers became n hell upon earth 
while soldiers rushed to defend themselvs from attacking Indians 
I lie beauty of autumn was Ignored amid Ihc tumult nr Indian 
H-llv "idels fmm colonial officials, and the sharp, staccato mar of 
"I"" 1 ' '"‘“'"'It rln « Indians lined ihc river banks and chanted 
'" hx "" 'V’" 1 ’ ’’"If "V full daylight Indians and Virginians 
' ■" ’"" 1 I" batitl-tii hand combat ns they clashed In the musi 
Important haillc of Dumnorc's War, 

or the War of 1774. thl, series 
1 ' , i, , 1,1 T'T ,hc w "" cm I "‘liana was 

1 ...-a.Vh, co"ni‘r; i '" l ;;; f Vir f ,iB :,ml ,h " 

...... 

:.' •"h. 

\, . J N . lourtrrn vren Inter 

«• that col.kg,) , I rV * * Ort. 

—■ -- wotutl nmv 


“»ul in 1772 hr cam* lo 

vmor. 
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Though frequently in dispute with members of the House of 
Burgesses concerning their revolutionary sentiments, Dunmorc 
reninincd on good terms with the colonists. This harmonious 
relationship was fostered by a common interest in the settlement of 
western lands which Dunmorc shared with George Washington. 
Andrew Lewis, and other prominent Virginians. 

Dunmorc was forced to leave Virginia when he chose to 
champion the cause of George III in the colonists’ struggle for 
independence; therefore, the most popular event of his governorship 
was his strong defense of the frontier in 1774. During that cam¬ 
paign. he not only commanded one division of the army, but also 
shared the hardship of the common soldier by marching on foot 
and carrying his own knapsack. 

Sharing Dunmorc’s command in the war was Colonel Andrew 
Lewis, a reserved man of Irish descent who was a veteran of many 
border campaigns, including the French and Indian War. At 
the time of Dunmorc's War, Lewis was a resident of Botetourt 
County in Southwest Virginia. 

Lewis represented his county in the House of Burgesses. He 
was also the county lieutenant, main officer of the local militia, 
and m that capacity he was somewhat unpopular because of the 
tnct discipline he imposed on his soldiers. A tall, dark-featured 
man. Lewis was once described as, “ a genius of the forest, and the 
pmum J lrc ™ blcs under him as he walks along.” 5 When increased 
n.i. m warfare in 1774 indicated that a struggle was unavoidable, 
f unmore instructed Lewis to call out the militia in his section 
°» Virginia. 

I .utmhip of I he Indians against whom Lewis would lead his 
dcV Kalcd lo a tall Shawnee orator. Keivh-tuglwu,. 
■ •'"‘•I Chef Cornstalk by the whites. This title had been 
l Iron his Indian name which signified a sialk of ihc maire 

..* h " d •**» «»atc t.I Cornstalk since I7««. when 

' . h»vr« as lat east as the (ireenhrier Riser 
1 ,i '‘ l * 1 **’ hc,n * nitahle wanisir during Pontiac's Con- 
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■ i 7 fi 3 but for the next ten years his activities Wcre 
spiracy ' n 1/u ’ 

unknown. .. 

, h , sp ,i„ s of 1774 when the Ind.ans were planning war 
■ " whites, Cornstalk appeared as an advocate for pea cc 
his people decided upon aggression, he led then, i„ an 
B kon Lewis’s army encamped at Point Pleasant, a wooded a rea 
,he confluence of the Ohio and the Great Kanawha rivers. 
That battle. October 10, 1774, was the major engagement of 
Durmore’s War. 


Events leading up to the battle originated in the French and 
Indian War. By the Treaty of Paris, 1763, the French ceded the 
British all claim to trans-Allegheny America. But the British still had 
to contend with a vast number of belligerent Indians living within 
that conquered territory. 


At the beginning of the French and Indian War, the British had 
been stunned when the western tribes joined their enemies. When 
they realized that British land policy had antagonized the Indians 
government officials planned for a just supervision of Indian affairs 
in the future. Knowing that it would be disastrous to accompany 
a French defeat by further encroachment on Indian lands, the 
British determined that unregulated westward expansion would be 
stopped. 3 


When the conflict with the French ended after almost eight 
years of fighting, the British longed for peace: therefore, their of¬ 
ficials adopted a conciliatory policy toward the Indians. But though 

a^^an8eraen, WaS Wh ° ,,y 

*^h T X d ± d ,0 :'j"' IC 1 Ohio Valley was one incentive 

S TZ:' Fo"rT ania and r VirSi " ia “ ** 

1 ’ **• Aey learned the r * * c “°" fron,icrsmen "crc 

P “ .- <.f .he a, oh y ° f Eas,on w.lp« | awd that 

fovod and thu, be d,,. ,! '® hcmc ' w ™ld remain Ind.an hunting 
clmerl to white settlement. 


winded in 1758 between the 
who acted on behalf of the 
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proprlctont of Pennsylvania. Colonel Henry Bouquet commandant 
Fort Fill, upheld the settlement line, anti three years later extended 
VirS Irans-Ailcghcny areas of Maryland and 

The land speculators ignored these treaties, however, and eon- 
ttntted to survey west of the mountains. In an effort to halt the 
invasion of more settler,, Pontiac, an Ottawa chieftain, led wester 
hultans to ravage the frontiers of Virginia and Pennsylvania in 1763 
Due ro these attacks, the British government issued a proclamation 
absolutely forbtddtng t.s citizens to settle west of the Alleghenies 
No, only were the colon,.,,., forbidden to hum or to settle in thm 

Xbreke the” te ' CrS COmmanded *° British subject 

, h .m Th fZ h '° **f Indians ’ thc arran g e ment was bitter for 

them. Once the undisputed owners of the area, they had become 
dependents of a foreign power. 

,„t, their hoot"* ‘° aCCCpt Bn ' tiSh a 8™ ts »"<« troops 

nto their borders. Though thc soldiers were supposedly there for 

reatv £ Z ' J"? and ‘° kccp ““•» taking the 

British won d u C lr0 ° PS WOuld bc scant security if the 

Bmtsh waated to change them minds. And change their minds they 

'„ PrOV ,' S ' 0nS of ,hc P roc ismation did keep settlers out of the 
trim-Allegheny for six years. 

The lack of settlement did not mean the colonists were satisfied 
h the arrangements, however, for they kept petitioning thc 
" h Toernment to extend the settlement line. Consequently 
.*" w c r c negotiated to allow British settlement from the 

ar, ma-Virginta border to a point near Long Island on thc 
. ' . Kiser, then in a straight line to thc mouth of thc Great 

**ai»h* River.' 

»> the Treaty of Fori Slanwix, 1768, and thc Treaty of 
*“ > r4f * Ijut, the Six Nations and thc Chcrokccs rclin- 
"* J ' a,rm to that area But on the other hand, thc trcatic* 
-- •* *- # to xcttle thc diapule* with thc wextem Indian* who 


i i< 
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am tended that the Six Nations and the Chcrokees had no right to 5C „ 
the land. 

Regardless of the question concerning ownership, thousands of 
settlers moved into the trans-Allegheny region. Settlements Wcre 
established around the forks of the Ohio and along the valleys of the 
ifolstoit. Watauga. Greenbrier, and Monongahcla. And land specula¬ 
tors sent surveyors into the uninhabited area along the Ohio Ri ver " 

These land speculators found a champion in Lord Dunmore 
Upon his arrival in Virginia he became infected with speculative 
fever, and his four years as governor were marked by increased 
expansionist activity. This westward expansion was one of the 
major causes of Dunmore's War. 6 

The greatest demand for western settlement was voiced bv 
soldiers who had been promised land to pay for their services in the 
French and Indian War. And with Dunmore's support many 
veterans were granted substantial holdings along western rivers th 
Coal, Poeatalico, Great Kanawha, Little Kanawha, Big Sandv 
and Ohio. 6 

This cession of western lands intensified disagreements between 
the k.rginians and the Pennsylvanians who were in constant conflict 
“ v " "! e ' r borde *- tend around the forks of the Ohio wt a 
particular source of contention between the two colonies 

-ckiTlc 1 tTofT Oh- ’T Connol,y ,0 Fort •>* 

medical training in his youth C T’ Th ° Ush he had received 
“‘‘tern lands than in the med' nolly , was mor e interested in 
he was also considered to be im* pro cssi0n - An intelligent man. 

•fc He was accused of fer pulous - dangerous, and full of 
v y>u and Pennsylvania and n? h"* lhc ^ndary dispute between 
•"■rtf* Indian..- and brmgtng on the border troubles 

Vitfinia a. l br ' ! Incl Thmmnrc when ih. 

, " lhc xuntmer of 177a f h * oven >or visited western 

1 . rd "> laic pot*.,,, ■’""more's agent. Connolly 

hse.e "*"*•**, Kin, AV'"" nn »» , >*ta region around 

"■“ly w«t arretted by ,h “"** antl 10 raise a militia 
■ »c Pennsylvania authorities, but 
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,vhcn he was released, he gathered a croon nf 

of the fort which he renamed Fort Dunmorc mCn and took COn trol' 

The Indians took advantage of rh* 
officials. Soon after Connolly’s action qU * rrels betWec n colonial 
his way to the Shawnee towns in rm ’ 3 Penns y |va ™a trader on 
who killed two of his men. 10 Was attacke d by Indians, 

Connolly immediately issued a 

* ,on * ,h ‘ ! ohi ° “>« the Shawnees were „ m T ' Varnins 5euters 
cause the Indians had declared hostile im -° be trusted - A "d be- 
ConnoIJy ordered the Virginians to arm T t0Ward the whites * 
Indians for any act of aggression.* h ™selves and to punish the 

peopl^gar.rre'reaffTO^ti^MoV^ T!" 8 ’ a " d hlmdreds of 

west Virginia the frontiersmen T VaIley - In south- 

,h ° Va,kyS ° f th£ C,i " Ch HoistonLrrrosfatJS^ 

When Connolly’s circular teacherf wi , 
along the Ohio River, the inhabitant/ n'" 8 ’ 3 new settlement 

attack the enemy towns to , he we ' A m a >° 

perience in Indian affairs Cantain M' , f" WIth considerable ex- 
.« lead them. Though Cresa'"™"// ^ petif ‘™ d 
settlers in two attacks on smai/parries/t/lndians! ^ 

And though there were several minor 
alti:.- and the Indians during the spring of betWee " the 

Ittfgered the long-expected war wat P lh 8 “ J 774, ,ht event which 

sr* s: rs ir «~<tt , SKS 

■ “ " T"? r° Wing imo ,hc Ohi0 Rivtr fi»m 

h " Dunmor<f ’ *“ 'He 'itc of an 

; T'«J by » small g r „„p of | ndia „ v Acroa |h< . 

* *-■ ard he. *“ cncl, '" pc,1 Thc WHim. five men. one 

I’d an, .‘ 4mtlhc wlllcra'camp. Rum was of feted 
JJ?** °* ,htm Hccmik implicated. though the 
tK “"man rt(titcd (o drink. 
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The sober rndians were challenged to some target sho • 
ami when rheir guns were empty, the whites shot them Si" 8 ' 
the woman tried to escape, she was killed also, and the three dm t " 
Indians were tomahawked. The child, the son of a white ", 
was taken to his father.' ader . 

The woman was Logan’s sister, and one of the men w 
brother; therefore, Logan retaliated immediately. He decla h* ^ 
he would fight until he had taken ten lives for each one of hi^f 
members. His grievances were communicated in a note f 0 S 
to a war ciub in the cabin of a settler on the Holston River ° 


Captain Cresap: 

What did you kill my people on Yellow Creek for*> tk 
people killed my kin at Conestoga, a little while a«o Lh t l Wh,te 
nothing of that. But you killed my kin again on Yellow rLS° U8ht 

7rT k T COl u Sm p r isoner - Then I thought I musr im’ and 
and I have been three times to war since: but the iSne ,00; 
angry. only myself. - me lnd ians are not 

July 21 . 1774 (signed) Captain John Logan 


Because of the increased Indian attacks, the Virginians „ 
for war. Several new forts were built alone the pre P ared 

governor was petitioned for troops to wage an offe , And the 

Ihc Indians. g an of£ens ‘ v e war against 


- irsrts - • 


were ordered to proceed to ,hf s ' ves,era counties. Lewis’s me 
building a fort there thcTilir ° f ^ Grei “ Kana * h a River. 
"‘PdMmythe Indians' riliag^ ' " ere to cr °* the Ohio 


' ™ ' he,c '"'’0U U ra r isT C an P X nCd '■ ' raVd '° Ihe forks °f 
- .. Z ' ' h * ard al °"? the Oh,o His force 

■r . «**>« .4 ZJft for a "«** — 

, t : K*»Wha. Dun- 


hot to ncgleri - COUn "> m *>’ he 

own I»k cni7. v an> "* in m > P°« r 
or to furnish you with 
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Recruiting started Immediately, a„d by the fits! par, o( Septem 
her, Lewis s tinny assembled at Camp Union on it,- ™ 
tbrr, near present-day Lewisburg. Wa Virginia R r J " 

camo were men from a. r-. 


River, near present-day Lewisburg, West Virgin!.. tr" ~ ,wv,,u,,cr 
"» camp were men Iron, Augusta County under the 
of Charles Lewis, a younger brother of Andrew a t ^ command 
men. Charles Lewis was a brave office who , ' ht 

French and Indian War, who hacl scrvcd in the 


Commanding men from Botetourt Co,,-., . 
surgeon, Colonel William Fleming. He had also h ? k '" fUl 
French and Indian War as a surgeon in Wash natonV ,hC 

Later he had commanded several frontier forts •, 8 | mstment. 
the Botetourt mi,Ida, he 

division. * C C ° UnV -" eUte " a “- «■ command of the wh 7 


Independent companies were led hv c 

Captain William Russell, and Colonel John Field P ' n ™ n ShC ' by ’ 


a ^' 0nel VV ?" iara Cbris,ian ’ s men from Fincastle County raised 

Prised at Ca"n n apP ™ imalcl >' ] ’ 3 °° men. Because they only 
armed at Camp Union the evening before the army began to 

for tr^ Chm " ans tr0 °P S Wre “ behind for a few days to provide 
for transporting extra baggage and supplies. 1 < X P 


rhe soldiers at Camp Uaion were a remarkable group of men 

Ur^r:; ; he Frenc d h anj indian w - °°^ 

h c a ®°! h 0ff,ccrs and men were dressed in fringed 

Z dycd bri 8 hl hu “ ° f yellow, brawn, and red. Long 
leggings, caps, and moccasins completed their "uniforms 


C T‘ S 'l d ? ‘ gU "’ USUa "y a " English-,ype 

' • - • • h h"' , haWk ' “ nd “ ' cal P in * knife. Shot bags 

v -'■wrier born* hung from their bells. * 


standards. it was an undisciplined army, for the 
<>vcd loo long upon the frontier sustained by their own 
•or order* meekly, lint they shured one goal. They 
’ ,f * e%,c,n border* of the Indian menace, and if it 
11 au *. thr> *ctc ready lo fight. 


i»« IM 
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On September 6, Charles Lewis left Camp Union with 
men. They look with them 108 head of beef caltle and son 600 
hones carrying 54,000 pounds of flour.'* " Pack 

The soldiers built their own road as they advanced f 
than 100 miles up and down the Allegheny Mountains But°t), m0r ' 
the line of march was over rough terrain, there was a mini nOIJsh 
delay, and within 21 days the group reached the Elk Rj v mum ° f 
present-day Charleston, West Virginia. There they halted sTd r ' ar 
canoes to transport their supplies to the Ohio River R ■ l' . 1 
the canoes were completed, the rest of the army exrrm r-1 . e Ilmc 
men. bad arrived. ’ pt Ch nstian's 

During the time of preparation for war, Andrew Lewis 
conflicting orders from Dunmore. On July 24 the / ece,v «l 

ordered to fortify the Great Kanawha River then to '* ^ bee " 
Indian territory. But two weeks later Dunmore direetedT" 1 / 1,1,0 
meet him at the Little Kanawha River, near present H n Lewis 10 
We, Vhrgima. Lewis, however, chose to follow the'fiit oTdts f^ 

£ fi ^ S ^XrL a r'tto„1!Lfonh?K 0ber 2 ' Duri " S 

'he militiamen were under observation h, i”.* Kanawha River, 

w- . ZTJXJSZj™ 

Ita. 

T* They found ,„ 5lMd Du„ more t0 * 

aS5Ss»iara:s5.— 

h , f *ay from tbc 

* *“ • ' V "»wh'w J^"* 1 """'on. Ihc Migmum 

'—* 'he hha»^ T) , ^ h* undefended since 

•fcw w _ ' u ‘ cd «> Ihctr cwunkm 
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to attack settlements east of the Alleghenies. And since it would be 
several days before Colonel Christian could arrive with additional 
provisions, Lewis notified Dunmore that he would not leave that 
area for a few days. 16 

Dunmore did not give any reasons for changing his orders 
to Lewis. A great many events had occurred since the governor 
left Williamsburg, however, which may have caused him to alter his 
original plans to destroy the Indians. 

One of these events had transpired prior to Dunmore's arrival 
in the north when 400 men commanded by Colonel Angus McDonald 
had moved against the Indians. A resident of Winchester, Virginia, 
McDonald had traveled west early in 1774 to survey lands granted to 
veterans of the French and Indian War. Because McDonald and 
his party were harassed by hostile Indians, they returned to Wheeling. 
When Dunmore learned of the Indians’s actions, he ordered Mc¬ 
Donald to recruit some troops and march against the Indian town, 
Wappatomica, sometimes spelled Wakatomica, on the Muskingum 
River, near present-day Coshocton, Ohio. 

McDonald’s men and the Indians played hide-and-seek for 
several days in some minor skirmishes. Finally the Indians asked for 
a truce, but suspicious of their sincerity, McDonald destroyed some 
Indian property before his men withdrew from enemy territory.’ 9 

In his report to Connolly, McDonald said, “I destroyed their 
»rn fields, burnt their cabins, took three scalps, and made one 
r, I had two men killed and six wounded.” 30 But the expedi- 
had little effect on the Indians, for they continued their attacks 
•’icmcnts along the tributaries of the Ohio and the Monon- 
gshcla riven. 

After returning from the attack on the Indian towns, McDonald's 
• id the army Dunmore was recruiting in which Colonel 
* iiim Crawford commanded a Frederick County regiment of 500 
N "• ■*» that many militiamen enlisted from Berkeley Counts 
•'•‘it* the leadership of Colonel Adam Stephen 

ffcr-w MKthrrn recruits gathered near Cirrenwiy Court where 
f>. ... . t « M t jurst at Lord Fsirfat From theie they marched 
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•1 i ini’k's Rond toward the frontier, but the two regiments 
“'"" s ,ed"nl Redstone Creek on Hie Monongahclu River. Stephen-, 
’Tmm-led toward Wheeling with the supplies, while Dunmore 
""I „„ other regiment to Fort Dunmore. I here Major Connolly 
’Ot) more meal joined the army boosting Dunmore's division to 
..hour’ 1200 soldiers, which was somewhat less than the number 
in Lewis's army. The two divisions numbered more than 2,700 men, 
however, most of whom had been recruited west of the Blue Rid ge 
Mountains. 

While he was at the fort, the Virginia governor received 
overtures of peace from the Indians, and a conference was arranged 
with them. The main spokesman for the Indians was White Eyes, a 
Delaware chief who was friendly to the British. But conspicuous by 
his absence was Cornstalk, chief of the Shawnees, and though 
Dunmore pledged friendship with the peaceful Indians, little was 
accomplished because of the absence of the warlike tribes. 

Undeterred by the Indians' peace offers, Dunmore and his army 
rnmeJ southward along the Ohio in two divisions—one by land, the 
’•h.r by boat. They halted when they reached the Hockhockine 
R.'er, an Ohio tributary about 40 miles north of the Great Kanawha 
Riier At that sue the soldiers erected a stockade which they named 
o' ko " or Dunm °re*s friend, the Earl of Gower Th-re 

Pel. ri " S ,lMI C " rnS,a ' k would “PP™ch him 'for 

Pe»« but n„ messages arrived from the Shawnee. 

f l™' W “' bUSy " ilh Plans «* W. own. Aware 

SI™' "* Chief,ains of I* northwestern 
Corr . J Though hy nature a militant 

• ; ■■■ :-"'w\:^n: h ' ,ukln,au ^ * 

Tjr Cornstalk agreed 

, i. . s * be told .k,!'' V 0 * 1 are determined to 


t this deciuon 
"cd to o 


■I the 


cd U 
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_>s from the wooded area where Lewis’s army was sleeping, 
most of the Indians were Shawnees, there were some Mingos, 
Wyundots, and Oltawas. 

only by accident that the Virginians learned the Indians 
Shortly after daybreak on October 10, two soldiers 
hunting when they saw a large group of Indians coming 
• woods about three miles from the frontiersmen’s en- 


five mile: 

Though 
Delawares, 

It was 

were nearby 
were going I 
through the 
campment.” 

One of the soldiers was killed immediately by the Indians, but 
the other managed to return and alarm the army. Preparations were 
made to fight, although Lewis thought the Indians were only a 
scouting party. 25 

The militiamen’s camp was located in a vulnerable spot. The 
Ohio River flowed on the west side of the area, the Kanawha River 
formed a southern boundary, and along the eastern side was a small 
stream. Crooked Creek. With the Indians advancing from the north, 
retreat was impossible. 

Soon after sunrise the Virginians moved to meet the Indians. 
<_ .1 rounder Lewis ordered his brother, Charles, to lead 150 Augusta 
fr. rn the Kanawha River side of the camp to meet the enemy 
j rhe edge of Crooked Creek. At the same time Colonel Fleming 
• ^ 'rig the Ohio River with an equal number of Botetourt 


V-* • a mile from camp, Charles Lewis’s troops encountered 
I d a and Lewis suffered a fatal wound. Because of the 
n»helming number of Indians, the militiamen were forced to 


” ' !L ’> un men launched their attack. Colonel Fleming 
y voooded. but the enemy advance was halted .As soon 
»■■■-$ Au|ru%ta troops were reinforced by Colonel Field and 
• at »rl| «i tome men from the Augusta and Botetourt 
W UdtMt were unable lit hold the ground they had 
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By midmorning « barrier of fallen liven stretched r r0 ni ih 
Ohio to die Knwiwhn. and Hit' Virginian* used this protect inn an u . e 
resorted to InillaiHityle righting. I-'ierco ImmMo-hand fighting NV Cy 
common iik Ihc cnmbntimta attacked with knives and tomahawk 
I lie bnllle lines extended nhmit n mile through (he woods, Hnt j 
many places ns clone ns six yards, and never more ihan 20 vn * 
apart." yara!l 

According to an eye-witno.ss. at the height of the flvc-h 
battle, the noise and confusion was terrifying; 1 ' ,r 

noha of the firing was tremendous. No duals a ., n , , 
ilndnciilsliptl, l-m Ii whs one const tint mtir, the ,, rlo mul i.i 'V* 

. >'. . mtnMnr „i.7 n,r.r, h ,r k 

<■1 III.- Whiles, (lie v.Miliinml rom of flicmms ilio w, "'‘‘Rmii* 
illsnnil wlllnu ot ilie III,II,inx tuviune Iw iniximr "hoop 

.'■ssas'a 

z Z:"7V T *« «- 

. . . 

. .. ***** "' hoic h "" 11 ' 

’*h«H>t well."*' kc u, ^ti. Itc strong, Lie low, 

...«. 

... , , ...posh.. 

s. . •«** <•„•*.. " i,h «"""tin* 

N, «tthew^ ( 1IK| Isaac Shelby °* CwfMtins 

As the Indiifi 

■ **... 

, ' ..Ms,,, ..* 

- z . . . •.■ - 

,n S '*«*sl«,, M, >Kk ^ ha, 'cO ,h,'n ,„ w . 


" is>,„ 

,v IS. I'Slum 
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inch « »«""»["« from lhc Ene'ish before. They scalped manv . 
own Jo»d to prevent the,,- foiling into our hands, butted num 
» n,n "^ m, ° lhc ° hi °’ n° doubt curried off many 


ihclr 
bers. threw 

wounded. 


The Virginians’ loss was estimated at 46 killed, nine of whom 
were commissioned officers including Colonel Charles Lewis and 
Colonel John Field. Almost 100 men were wounded Spoils of war 
taken by Lewis’s men included 20 sculps, 80 blankets, 40 guns and 
mans tomahawks. Indian losses were judged to be more than ’170 
but there was no reliable record of their dead. 

By midnight the arrival of Colonel Christian's regiment raised 
the morale of the weary soldiers. And lhc next morning when scouts 
reported that the enemy had withdrawn across the river, uneasiness 
among the troops was dissolved. 

Although he was aware that the Indians were attacking Lewis 
Dunmore dal not go to the aid of the southern division Instead' 
on October 11. the governor left Fort Gower and marched toward 
tv Indian towns on Scippo Creek, His strategy was designed to 
fia-c ho arms between the attacking Indians and their villages 
the northern division had not marched far when news reached 
Dunmore of Lewis's victory at Point Pleasant,” 

Ofi the third day after the battle, a messenger from Dunmore 
" u,uclcd Lcw “ '« cross the Ohio into the Indians' territory, 
rr “" uU enniinne lo march also, and Ihe Iwo divisions would 
fvL'fi they arrived at lhc Shawnee towns, ft was a week, 
r. before the Virginians slatted toward the rendezvous with 
■Mb 

brn thr northern division was about 15 miles from the 
■ > •« JLd near the present town of Chillicothe. Ohio, 

>» seen a messenger in Dunmore indicating hi» desire to 
rviui I hereupon ihc governor established a camp site 
hr * ' ■ cd Camp OiarloMc to honor his wife and the 
'* "rkawd ||e waned there for the Indians tss arrive 


tsv arrive 


1 4 
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with decorutivo , .. . 

' kc t h e conference caused h.s hearers lo compare him to 

orators as Patrick Henry and Richard Henry Lee. Though he 
for peace, he contended that the whites had been the sole cause 
the war. 10 

At the same time Lewis was moving toward the Shaw 
villages with his militiamen. Dunmore feared the arrival of such 
a large force would disrupt the peace negotiations, and he ordered 
Lewis to halt his troops. Though Lewis and a few officers were 
invited to come to Camp Charlotte to make terms with the 
Shawnecs, Lewis doubted that it was wise to move through Indian 
territory with only a few men; therefore, the whole army continued 
toward Dunmore'$ camp. 3 ’ 

As they matched. however, the Iroops took a wrong rout 
»t»vh placed them between the negotiating Indians and the sw. 
tons Immediately Cornstalk and his following left th- ~ “ 
utlo and hastened to protect their homes. Disturbed bv^ 
development, Dunmore rode to Lewis's camp and ordered „ 

sr *• ~ - * a Arssis 1 : 

harmrng the governor. 

'• :>v m.,, ^vow^feh JESUITS 2? 

the mt! :: 4 • ,bem had been prompted to 

■*' <* >A £“■“ aod iyh<r Ato to 

*■ ' — tk,; ^ *«"«*» Of the 

r*'" u * ■«wc»- 

> i . " ;kt ’reaev. mi rv tk '* r "er. refused so 

"^* tv *e °»dcred ao attack « « 

^ -*■ •“ **“'* «o« <.* a,, oorthem ^- n ” 


ornaments. His forccfulness and composure 


a 
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wkcn, Hui ,h * "st of tho residents escaped.” Loaan d’d 

for .hi* destruction, nor did he go lo war against the wh"t° 

,„ any future time. ,ucs 

Dunniorc s treaty with the Indians was favorable to the British 
rhe Indians promised to return all prisoners, horse, and ciher 

I.C'dons they had taken from the settlers. They attrord 

Itantinf on the eastern side of the Ohio. Boats traveling 
Oh.„ River would not he molested. Rules governing trade were 
ho wt according to British regulations. And as „ g uarantec for 
obeying the treaty, the British took some Indian hostages.** ° f 

Once the peace negotiations were concluded, both divisions of 
the army were disbanded, although a small garrison was s'tationed 
at the mouth of the Great Kanawha River. Dunmore was escorted 
hack to Fort Gower by Cornstalk. There on November 5 some of 
the militiamen drafted a resolution which is sometimes called the 
rir>t colonial declaration of independence.” 

The document stated that though the soldiers had been living 
" ' hc *" ld ' ,nr ,hrcc months, their countrymen should not be 
vjf ' ,f ,hclr movements. They had not used their arms for any 
purp.we euept to honor America and Virginia. 

Th< Mftnen further declared their loyalty to the King of England 
m kmg av he reigned OVU .I brtve and free people, but they con- 
j h»i their love of liberty outweighed all other considerations, 
•v • -v s»Im. noted their respect for Lord Dunmore, stating an 
.• - fhat *hc vinipaign had been undertaken for no purpose 

r '• *** f wn d oi the whole country. 

H' t.. i.r he had personally undertaken the task of protecting 
* l> nr*. »e received additional acclaim He was honored 
’ ' * " >i >*m«hurg upon hit return to Virginia, December 

* ' f ia«igraiuUiM<n« from the Governor '1 Council and 
*•. • ,4 ii^ CnWlepe of William and Mars In April 

<<•**>«•< tided by the citin'na of I mcasilc County foe 
* ‘* in fM<tnun| thro wtikmcnn Itom the Indian* Hut he 

•wlhr‘ftitrt bvstuH ihev o^ukkttd hit 
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willful violation of British land policy the cause of th c i ndi 
trouble. 5 * 

Thc peace terms agreed upon at Camp Charlotte were on] 
temporary, for thc governor expected to return to the frontier ih 
following year to conclude a lasting peace with thc Indians. 
cause of national events, Dunmore did not return to the west R * 
negotiations thc next year did result in an agreement which ir. Ut 
the western Indians peaceful during the first two years of the \y Pt 
for Independence. ar 

Upon the outbreak of the Revolution, relations betw 
Dunmore and thc colonials became strained. Dunmore rcma'^H 
loyal to Britain, and thc governor waged warfare against his forme 
nends f Thus in July 1776, an army of colonials led by And™ 
Lew,, forced Dunmore lo leave Virginia. Soon thereafter Dunm 

SSJLST Bri ' ian Wi ‘ h0Ut *** invoTvemer;: 

tv ** in various 

wment. Cornstalk. remained a friend Their 

“ lr “cherously killed by thc whites in 1777 fron,,crsme " until he 
* * * * warriors 

r°p™ n ' al p|^ ° f,cn visitc<1 I he men who 
, ;lm<r lo 'he fori, Cornsialk n" k " ,hc au,umn of 1777 
■ki -? 1 ** 10 •? 'he northwMicm l„ r '** ° ffiter5 lhal 'he British 

* Z \ Whilt Cof "«*ik ioin ,hc 

' , * hl “ ,h * other tribe, wojed 


TO* (k. 


talk , ri j . "* ,he ' , enemiet. the 
r ( '* ‘'«n|), IUim Raj 

In. ,.'.k •*>«. Flluupu.0. 
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BMIUM Puntnnres Wur occurred on the very eve ot th 
RfW jhifion*ry Wur. the importance of this conflict i, often ' 
„kcd Hu' wi,h ,hc c " , "'' on °‘ lndia " raid ». large numbers of 
. „r,or> and *«>'«* movcd inl ° Kun.ucky and to other part, of the 
Oiv,i,cr I here they established settlements whose inhabitants were 
laifcis responsible for American victories in the West durinc the 
orurfle for independence. 


In his history of the combat for independence in the West 
rho'd-ut R.xwcvcll said that Dunmorc's War, “kept the northwestern 
iptes ^uiel for the first three years of the Revolutionary struggle; 
jad above all it rendered possible the settlement of Kentucky, anti 
therefore the winning of the west. Had it not been for Lord Dun¬ 
ns, vr • war. it is more than likely that when the colonies achieved 
their freedom, they would have found their western boundary fixed 
« the Allegheny Mountains."” 


Dunmorc's War also provided valuable battle experience for 
the Virginians. Men in the armies of both Lewis and Dunmore 
user fought m the Revolution. The roster of soldiers serving in 
P—nnrr ■ War listed many men who became famous in the fight for 
siVpendencc. such as George Rogers Clark, Daniel Morgan, William 
Campbc and Isaac Shelby. Others became statesmen and govern¬ 
ors! (dfcials for the new nation. And a large majority of the men 
•■ because leaden on the American frontier had fought with 
Own and Lewis 


who achieved national importance was Isaac 
a general la the Revolutionary War. who became the fint 
r c 4 Kentucky Both his father, Evan Shelby, and John 
rr “*d a* governor of the temporary state of Franklin during 
taler became the first governor of 


was twin governor of Georgia 

K Itotrtouit dtshka al rbr Battle of 
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J.mc« Woods. as governor of Virginia; and Thomaa Burk a* g0v 
of North Carolina. 

Sot only did Dunmore's War foster qualities of military 
poBtical (cadetship among its participants, but the campaign ga v *!! <1 
Virginians confidence in their strength and endurance. Though g 
of p rovMotu and lacking in training, they had triumphed ov 0,1 
hxnudaNe enemy. This knowledge sustained them duri ° r a 
kttt struggle for American independence. ng *** 


